1 •’ Dear^Dlck: June 6, 1970 

Enolosed are carbons of recent letters to Dave Llfton and the Newcombs. Apparent 
ly there has been some disagreement, distrust, or falling out among them since 
Dave spent money on a long distance call (2 of them actually, although I warn* t 
j here to receive one of them) to me to try to get extras of items I sent to Fred 
for both of them. I then got to rapid fire letters from Dave. He is currently 
alleging, on behalf of both himself and Fred, that I was trying to keep the 
! source of a film secret so as to seem the sole source. The irony is that des- 
pite Dave's past diatribes against me, that he only calls or writes to pump me 
for info, that I have never gotten a return on anything sent to he or Fred in 
■j the last year, that they secret most of bheir info and any of it which is im- 
portant, that they carry out something akin to intelligence with the apparent 
Intent to find out what Harold has, I have done quite the reverse and secured 
: for them copies of the Muchmore, Nix, and Couch films! Now, ironically also, 

I can buy back copies. The current trouble stems from the fact that they waited 
months to try to get another original of the footage with the Nix, probably be- 
cause until this current period of distrust of each other developed they didn't 
j see need for one. Now Bave wants his own. As time goes by I see less and 
i .less chance of Dave's book ever coming out. He speaks of it as practically on 
; the presses now in an identical manner (although, strangely, a less enthusiastic 
| one as far as I can judge) as he did almost 2 years ago. When I say "Take it • 
easy" to Save I really mean it because he is getting very paranoid again judging 
from the letters and phone conversation. If he gfets any worse we may never see 
the gems of info he has ftept from the rest of the critics for the past 5 years. 

By the Hay, since Dave doesn't want me sending carbons of 
his letters, here are some excerpts from his letters: May 28: 

"All it did, besides providing much delay, was have the effect of making you 
appear to be the prime source of something, when a simple postcard or letter 
telling me of this mall order opportunity in our own back yard could have put 
me in contact with that firm weeks, if not months, ago — when prints were still 
available,." 

j "I'll go one step further and frankly state that both Fred and I have openly 
discussed and tend to believe that if the lab&ife had not bean left on the inside 
of the film can, we would not have learned the source of this item. After Fred 
Informed me that he wrote and asked you for the source — but got no reply — I 
finally personally wrote you myself, including in my letter the existance of 
the label on the inside of the film can. That, finally, provoked a response 
! with Home hard information in it." 

May 30: .Then he describes his 2050 pages of documents which I did not want 

to buy in on because I had been through most of it befiore: "Thats about Jk 
j hrs., of just reading and analysd&g, if one only spent 1 minute with each page. 
Seeing as how you were able to go "through all that stuff .. .and. . .some time ago" 
I can only marvel at how much faster a reader you are than I, and how much time 
you have been able to spare at the archives, perusing these materials. I also 
tend to think that we have different ideas of Just what is "pertinent" in the 
! case, when it comes to documentation such as this; but then again, this may be 
very understandable since the type of detail one craves when putting together 
a manuscript is probably different than if I weren't reading with that require- 
ment in mind." . (Ironically, when Dave selected the pages of my big archives 
order which he removed from the set he sold Mary Ferrell, he chose almost exc- 
cluslvely ones which Mary and I thought to be among the fliost important I found!) 

I Just hope he doesn't break with Fred, because that may be the only thing keep- 
ing him together enough to finish that book. As far as I'm concerned the best 
j" thing that could happen would be that someone would help him get that thing 
finished and out and that, as he says he expects, he could become weailthy and 
well-known and travel around the country on a lecture tour. 

.Harold's success against the Justice Dept, was very encouraging. From my know- 
ledge of the JD it was a surprise. 


I was just rejected, by the Army because of the damage to my left eye. This 
climaxed a series of hastles by the Selective Service. Despite the fact that 
I am a full time graduated studynt, they gave me a 1-A. A month after I appeal- 
led they sent me another 1-A classification as happens after an appeal (i.e. 
the state board riles on whether you stay 1-A or go to 2-S). Fortunately for 
me an alert draft counselor spotted that it had not been properly stamped and 
thus either had never gone to the state board or was a phoney. When I pinned 
them down on it they sent the appeal tta# the state board — they had not done so 
! before and I can only assume that such a flagrant violation of rules and proced- 
ure in something they do routinely every day was purposeful. The draft people 
here had no explanation. So, after 5 months, my appeal was finally sent. Enough 

| time had elapsed, however, for me to be called for my physical. It was transfer^ 

ed to Mpls and the Mpls board sent for my medical records in my file in Lansdowne 
Independently my parents checked with the Lansdowne board and were told that the 
records were sent. Wh&t appived here was an empty file. So on Friday I walked 

into my physical with no records and no proof that there should be records or 

that my board had ever had them, since they did not answer my letter or respond 
| to that Truest ion. When the medical man wrote down that I would have to get re- 

i cords and then take a 2nd physical -I suggested that# he examine my eye with a 

flashlight in a dark room since I though the damage was great enough to be# seen, 
I was right and he crossed out his original notation and sent me through. 

We had a Nazi-style SS raid on a professor here and I will sent you slippings 
j and data on it once we get it assembled. • 

j Your letter of April 28: It took me as long to answer it as #ou to write. I 

j have been busy also, with professional stuff and our emeergency services and free 
; clinic. I have also had to move out of one office and into another » and recently 
(and happily) moved my assassination stuff downstairs in bur house. • 

Agreed on Nichols. Much of what has happened is due to his strange ways of doing 

| things but some of it is bad news enough that it is apparent that his deviousness 

os? selfishness are sufficient to make him untrustworthy. The Msident.* of the 
j CE399 base photo, presuming it was an archives #######(which I do) error, make' 
one carious as to wrhether someone like Marion Johnson (pardon my suspicion of 
him) did it half on purpose, or whether it was a slip up of some sort. 

! As for what he told Roffman I would feel the same way if I were in your position, 
but would also be concerned about failure to give credit in publications. For- 
i getting about fame which I know you do, being cited I5or what you have done can 
j be a big help in becoming credible as far as the press is concerned, and some- 
j times as far as membbrs of congress# or the establishment are concerned. This 
j should be remembered especially in the case of original thinkingor experimental 
j work, perhaps much more so than in the finding of a document in the archives.* 

You did. the work and -thinking — why not give you the credit? I guess I see it 
a matter of simple courtesy, 

| I haven f t gotten much on the Skolnick suit yet but the one thing which enrages 
me, other than# the media attention it has gotten, is the continual perversion 
| of the Bolden thing. I would like to get you, I, Paul Hoch and Jim Schmidt, 
Harold, and Sylvia together with Bolden for a whole day for one big and careful 
'! interrogation and then afterwards compare notes. What he claims has great po- 
. teritial signif icance, but there are problems and inconsistencies which willhave 
to be explained first. Both Harold and I have tried, with no luck save what I 
got indirectly, to get in touch with Bolden and pin the story down. I ronically 
most of the rritis have ignored him, even after the prominant mention in Rush 
J to Judgment. In the Fall' of 1966 I asked Lane what Had become of Abe, and he 
had no idea. I guess my feelings about such people are more like those of Fran 
Galt, the guy who was Abe*s friend in prison add wrote me about him, that we 
should help them if we can. 

I hope this letter finds you in better -spirits than you were at the end of April. 
Best of luck with that thesis and (I assume) your final oral. I haven f t even 
done my proposal yet although I do have a committee and will have my prelim 
oral early in the Fall. Take it easy and keep it touch, 
i cct Harold . Paul _ _ 


